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July 31, 2020 

Dear Children’s Guild Families,  

The Children’s Guild Schools of Baltimore and Prince George’s County will begin the 
2020-2021 school year on Monday, August 31, 2020 with distance learning for all 
grades in accordance with guidance from our local education agencies.  

We are working with our local education agencies, the Maryland State Department of 
Education, Washington, D.C.’s Office of the State Superintendent of Education, and 
Maryland’s and D.C’s Departments of Health, to bring students back on campus for 
services, as soon as it is deemed safe to so. We will continue to provide information as 
new decisions are made. At this time, distance learning will continue through the first 
and second quarters with a goal to return to our school campuses on Monday, January 
25, 2021 to begin the third quarter.  During the first quarter of the school year the 
teams will assess the impact that the school closure has had on individual students and 
re-assess supports and participation in a hybrid model through the IEP meeting 
process. 
 
Distance learning will include instruction five days a week with more live lessons to 
supplement recorded lessons. Breakout sessions during live classes will support 
student growth both academically and behaviorally. We will also be incorporating 
social-emotional learning strategies to support students during distance learning.  
Related services will also continue to be delivered through teletherapy. All services, as 
approved on the students’ currently approved plans will continue to be provided.  

Technology Access  
We want to ensure all students have access to technology devices and the Internet 
during distance learning. We will be distributing Chromebooks, internet hotspots, 
and/or headphones for each student who needs them,  prior to the start of the school 
year, to ensure all students have full access to the instructional program. We are 
working with Comcast to provide broadband at no cost to families who do not currently 
have access. Please let us know if you need our support in securing this service by 
contacting service@childrensguild.org.  

Meal Access 
We recognize COVID-19 has created unintended barriers to meals. We are committed to 
ensuring all of our students have access to meals. 

In Maryland, due to COVID-19 related school closures, children who are eligible for 
free or reduced-price meals can now get up to $370.50 in extra food benefits. These 
benefits, called Pandemic-EBT, or P-EBT, are intended to help families in Maryland 
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purchase food while schools are closed. Flyers are attached and more information about 
this program is available at: dhs.maryland.gov/p-ebt 

This summer, the Maryland State Department of Education has weekday meal sites that are 
open to children under the age of 18. The list of locations and service times is available 
at: mars.msde.maryland.gov/mars_sitesearch 
 
Additionally, see summer meal sites/information in Maryland ’s jurisdictions below: 

• Anne Arundel County: aacps.org/mealpickup 
• Baltimore City: baltimorecityschools.org/meal-sites 
• Baltimore County: bcps.org/system/coronavirus/Meal_Sites.pdf 
• Montgomery County: montgomeryschoolsmd.org/coronavirus/meals/ 

• Prince George’s County: pgcps.org/coronavirus/meal-sites/ 
 

For Washington, D.C. residents, this summer, meals are available for every child under 
18 years of age on weekdays at locations throughout the city. There is also grocery 
distribution for all families at select locations. View the list of locations and service times 
at: coronavirus.dc.gov/mealsites 

 
D.C. also has launched a COVID-19 Needs Hotline and Web Portal for residents to request food 
and other essential items to be delivered to their homes if they have been directed by a medical 
provider to self-quarantine, or if they have no other means to acquire these items.  Eligible 
residents can call 888.349.8323 or visit coronavirus.dc.gov/gethelp to request assistance.   
 
Information on meals for the upcoming school year will be forthcoming.  

If you are having difficulty accessing meals for your children during this time, please 
email: meals@childrensguild.org 
 
Stay Safe 

The health and safety of our students, families, and staff members are our top priority. Please 
continue to take preventive measures and stay safe. We must all do our part to slow the 

spread of COVID-19 by practicing appropriate social distancing and respecting the 

guidance of public health leaders. For more information visit: cdc.gov/coronavirus. 
 

Thank you for your vigilance, understanding, and patience while we continue to 
navigate these difficult times. We will continue to provide regular updates as more 
information is made available about our 2020-2021 school year plans. We appreciate 
your assistance, guidance, and support that have allowed our students to thrive!    

 Sincerely, 

Kathy Lane 

Kathy Lane 
Chief of Educational Services 
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