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May 11, 2020 

Dear Children’s Guild Families, 

On Wednesday, the Maryland State Schools Superintendent, Dr. Karen B. Salmon, announced 
that all Maryland public schools will remain closed through the end of school year and students 
will continue with distance learning. Last month, Mayor Muriel Bowser announced that 
DC students will continue learning at home until the end of the school year.  The last 
day of school will be June 12, 2020. 

We are so proud and thankful for our Children’s Guild community during this time. As we 
celebrate Teacher Appreciation Week and Mental Health Awareness Month, we thank our 
faculty for their dedication and commitment to our students and families, especially during this 
time of school closure and distance learning. We are truly grateful for your amazing 
commitment, serving now as your child’s primary teacher. We appreciate you! 
 
Progress Reports, Grading, and IEPs 
4th Quarter Progress Reports 

• 4th quarter progress reports will be completed and sent to parents with the 4th 
quarter grades by the end of the school year.    

• Progress narrative updates will be provided for each IEP goal that was 
addressed in a student’s Individual Continuity of Learning Plans.  

• For IEP goals that were not addressed as part of a student’s ICLP, the following 
statement will be added, “Due to COVID-19 Pandemic this IEP goal was not 
addressed as part of the student’s Individualized Continuity of Learning Plan 
during the State Mandated Emergency School Closure.”  

4th Quarter Grading Guidance 

• The Children’s Guild will adapt its current grading procedures to ensure equity 
for all students. Grading policies will be designed to encourage students’ 
participation during the 4th quarter instructional activities while “doing no 
harm” to those students unable to fully participate in the distance learning 
environment. Student transcripts will contain a note that the 2019-20 school 
year was impacted by COVID-19. 

• The Distance Learning Plan developed during this public health emergency is 
designed to keep students connected to school and to offer instruction in the 
critical content/areas to minimize the impact of the school closure on students’ 
progress. 

• Students in grades K-2 will continue to receive standard based report card 
progress. Grades 3-12 will receive either a grade of Pass (P) or Incomplete (I) 
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for the 4th quarter. Students receiving an Incomplete (I) will be provided with 
an opportunity to make up work to achieve a Passing (P) grade, at the time 
classes resume for the 2020-21 school year, or Extended School Year Services 
for those students who met criteria.  

 
Talking to Your Children   
Dr. Sanaz Kumar, assistant medical director of The Children’s Guild Outpatient Mental 
Health Clinic and staff psychiatrist at The Children’s Guild School of Prince George’s 
County has created a very useful resource, Talking to Children about COVID-19 and 
Managing their Social and Emotional Needs, advising families to address concerns with 
their children, reduce distress, and create routines and physical activity during this 
time. 
 
Access to Technology 
We are continuing our distribution of Chromebooks, Internet hotspots, and headphones 
to our students who are in need. Please contact your child’s teacher to obtain either a 
device, Internet hotspot, or headphone should your student still need one.  
 
For additional options for affordable Internet service, we suggest applying for Comcast’s 
Internet Essentials (if Comcast service is available in your community) or go to 
everyoneon.org where you can locate low-cost internet and device offers in your area. 
Please let your teacher know if you are having trouble getting internet access.  

Meal Access 
We also recognize that school closures have created unintended barriers to meals. We are 
committed to ensuring all of our students have access to meals. 

The Maryland State Department of Education has weekday meal sites in Maryland that will be 
open children under the age of 18 while schools are closed. The list of locations and service 
times is available at: mars.msde.maryland.gov/mars_sitesearch 

Prince George’s County residents can pick up a week’s worth of “grab and go” meals in fewer 
visits. Meal pick-up now occurs twice a week. Students can get meals for two days on Mondays 
and three days on Wednesdays. Breakfast, lunch, and dinner are now available and additional 
meal pick-up sites are being added. Details are available at: pgcps.org/coronavirus/meal-
sites/ 

Additional meal sites/information in Maryland jurisdictions: 

• Anne Arundel County: aacps.org/mealpickup 

• Baltimore City: baltimorecityschools.org/meal-sites 

• Baltimore County: bcps.org/system/coronavirus/Meal_Sites.pdf 

• Montgomery County: montgomeryschoolsmd.org/coronavirus/meals/ 

https://internetessentials.com/
https://internetessentials.com/
https://www.everyoneon.org/
https://mars.msde.maryland.gov/mars_sitesearch/
https://www.pgcps.org/coronavirus/meal-sites/
https://www.pgcps.org/coronavirus/meal-sites/
https://www.aacps.org/mealpickup
https://www.baltimorecityschools.org/meal-sites
https://www.bcps.org/system/coronavirus/Meal_Sites.pdf
https://www.montgomeryschoolsmd.org/coronavirus/meals/
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For Washington, DC residents, meals are available for every child under 18 years old 
weekdays at locations throughout the city plus grocery distribution for all families at select 
locations. View the list of locations and service times at: coronavirus.dc.gov/mealsites 

Additionally, DC has launched a COVID-19 Needs Hotline and Web Portal for residents to 
request food and other essential items to be delivered to their homes if they have been directed 
by a medical provider to self-quarantine, or if they have no other means to acquire these 
items.  Eligible residents can call 888.349.8323 or visit coronavirus.dc.gov/gethelp to request 
assistance.   

If you are having difficulty accessing meals for your children during this time, please 
email meals@childrensguild.org. 

The health and safety of our students, families, and staff is our top priority. Please continue to 
take preventive measures and look out for each other. We must all do our part to slow the 
spread of COVID-19 by practicing appropriate social distancing and respecting the 
guidance of our public health leaders.  For more information visit, cdc.gov/coronavirus. 

Thank you for your vigilance, your understanding, and your patience while we continue 
to navigate these difficult times. We will continue to provide regular updates as more 
information is made available about graduation plans, summer extended school year 
opportunities, and 2020-21 school year plans.  
 
I want to thank you for the assistance you have shown our staff each day. Because of 
your guidance and support, our children have continued to learn at home!  

 Sincerely, 

Kathy Lane 

Kathy Lane 
Chief of Educational Services 
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